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Tel:  BRIDGWATER:  414-7/8  Health  Department, 

22  King  Square, 
BRIDGv7AT.dIR. 


September,  I969 


Tot  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council, 


]\Ir,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  ihinual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  I968,  The  repoi’t  is  drawn  up  in  accordance 
with  liiinistry  of  Health  instructions  and  is  set  out  in  the  manner 
of  previous  years,  so  that  comparison  vdth  former  reports  can  easily 
be  made. 


The  health  of  the  Riiral  District  has  been  good  during 
the  year.  Very  few  infectious  diseases  other  than  measles  were 
notified  and  the  vital  statistics  continue  to  be  satisfactory,  and  to 
compare  favourably  vdth  those  for  the  country  as  a whole, 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanl-cing  the  Members 
of  the  Council,  and  other  Chief  Officers,  and  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  for  the  help  and  co-operation  which  I have  received 
during  the  year. 


I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 
R.  H.  WATSON 


SUM'^y, . . OF..  ,STATISTI.C.S. 
_G:EimAL  STATISTIC S 


Area  (acres)  85,000 

Population  (Census  I961)  21,985 

Population  (Registrar  Generali's  estimate  I968)  25,410 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December,  I968  8,350 

Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1963  £651,526 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  on  31st  December,  1968  £2528. 2, 4d. 


Extracts  from  VIIAL  STA.TISTICS  for 

the  year  I968 

Live  Births 

Male 

Pemale 

Total 

Legitimate 

233 

218 

451 

Illegitimate 

13 

9 

22 

246 

227 

TO 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  I8.6I 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  4.66 

Stillbirths  1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  2.12 

Total  live  and  still  births  474 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  7 

Infant  Aiortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  14.79 

Neo-natal  mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  10,57 

total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 vTeek  per  10,57 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  12.68 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Iflatenial  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births  Nil 


Deaths 

Total  number  of  deaths  275 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  10.82 
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Births 


Aft or  allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  the 
Registrar  G-eneral's  figures  show  that  there  v;ere  473  "births  (246  boys 
and  227  girls)  in  the  Rural  District  d\ir-ing  1968  being  48  more  births 
than  in  1967*  Of  these  births  22  were  illegitimate.  This  is  4.66/0 
of  the  total  live  births,  as  compared  with  7.05/O  in  1967. 


The  birth  rate  of  any  area  is  dependent  upon  the  composition 
of  the  population  in  that  area.  Obviously  a population  with  a 
high  proportion  of  persons  of  child  bearing  age  vd.ll  have  more  births 
per  1,000'  of  the  population  than  an  area  v/ith  an  unduly  large  number 
of  people  in  the  older  ago  groups.  To  enable  the  birth  rates  of 
different  areas  to  be  compared,  the  Registrar  G-eneral  provides  a 
comparability  factor  for  each  Local  Authority  area,  which  renders  the 
birth  rate  of  each  area  comparable  with  that  of  a district  the 
poj)ulation  of  which  is  of  standard  age  and  sox  distribution.  The  birth 
rate  for  the  Rural  District  adjusted  in  this  manner  is  increased  from 
IS. 61/0  to  19.54^  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate  for 
England  and  rfales  was  16,90/4 


Birth  rates  for  the  Rural  District  and  for  England  and  If  ales 
for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Crude  Birth  Rate , 

19.81 

17.64 

18,34 

17.06 

18.61 

Standardised  Birth  Rate, 

20.80 

18.54  • 

19.25 

17.10 

19.54 

England  and  vTales 

18.4 

13.0  ■ 

17.7 

17,2 

16.90 

Deaths 

: The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District 
during  I968  'was  137*  Of  these  8 were  deaths  of  non-residents  and 
were  transferred  to  the  district  in  which  the.  persons  ordin;xrily 
resided.  There  were,  on  the-  other  hand  I46  deaths  of  Rural  Distiuct 
residents  registered  outside  the  District,  (84  at  Taunton  hospitals 
and  62  elaev/here).  The  total  corrected  number  of  deaths  assigned 
to  the  District  was  275  '(147  miles  and  12q  females).  This  was  41  more 
than  the  previous  year  and  gave  a crude  death  rate  of  10.82  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

The  crude  death  rate  cannot  be  used  to  compare  the 
mortality  with  that  of  other  districts,  as  the  populations  of 
all  areas  are  not  similenly  constituted  as  regards  age  and  sex 
distribution.  The  Registrar  General  therefore  supplies  a 
comparability  factor  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied  by  this 
figure  can  then  be  compared  v/ith  that  for  the  coiantry  as  a whole, 
or  for  any  other  local  area  simlarly  adjusted.  The  adjusted  death 
rate  so  obtained  v/as  10.71  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  this  is 
compared  with  11.9  for  England  and  Wales. 


Death  rates  for  the  District  and  for  England  and  'fales  for 
the  past  five  years  were  as  follows 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Cinide  Death  Rate 

11. Mi- 

9.21 

9.81^ 

9.36 

10.82 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

ll. 32 

9.02 

9.6if 

9.17 

10.71 

England  and  'dales 

11.3 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

11.9 

Of  275  deaths,  206  occurred  in  people  over  the  age  of  65  years. 
60  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age  groups  15  to  Slj.  years,  and 
the  follovdng  table  gives  the  details  of  deaths  in  this  age  group 


15-21 

25-31 

35-it4 

15-51 

55-61 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  system 

. 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  of 

stomach 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm  of 

lung,'  bronchus 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm  of 

breast 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm  of 

uterus 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Other  malignant 

neoplasms,  etc. 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

5 

dna,emias 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

nervous  system 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart 

disease 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

- 

- 

- 

1 

9 

10 

Cerebrovascular  disease  i 

- 

- 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Other  diseases  of 

circulatory  system 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Bronchitis  and 

emphysema 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Asthma 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

digestive  system 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  accidents 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Suicide  and  self- 

inflicted  injiiries 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

All  other  external 

causes 

"■ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

1 

1 

Totals: 

1 

10 

11 

36 

60 
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CanGer  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  v/as  57  (males  34  and 
females  23).  They  constitute  21.92%  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the  disease 
in  the  57  cases:- 


Number  of  Deaths 

IjOOct*fcxon 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1968 

1967 

stomach 

7 

- 

7 

7 

Lung,  bronchus 

13 

1 

14 

11 

Breast 

- 

7 

7 

6 

Uterus 

- 

• 2 

2 

3 

Other  and  unspecified  organs 

14 

13 

27 

21 

Total 

34 

23 

57 

48 

C anc 8 r _of__t h e Uterus 


In  previous  reports  reference  v;as  made  to  the  need  to 
introduce  a scheme  to  provide  for  the  examination  of  route  tests 
(cervical  smears)  with  a view  to  preventing  cancer  of  the  womb. 
Facilities  for  examination  of  the  smears  are  now  available  and  the 
County  Council  have  provided  a service  whereby  the  tests  are  taken 
by  family  doctors  and  are  examined  at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital. 
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Cancer  of  the 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  in  the  last  five  years 
combined  is  detailed  in  the  folloudng  table:- 


li^_mt i 1 e Mor t aid ty 

7 infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  d’lring  the  year. 
This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  14.79  per  1,000  of  all 
live  births,  v/hile'the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  18.0. 


:^_aths_  f r oin  Heart  _Dis_e_as_e 


Of  the  275  deaths,  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 in  every  3 
(males  52,  females  46).  It  represented  38%  of  the  total  deaths  from 
all  causes  and  was  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  3.86  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


other  Deaths 


Road  accidents  accounted  for  4 deaths. 


"Ca-uso  of  Death  (all  ages)" 

M 

P 

TOTAL 

Ml  Causes 

147 

128 

275 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach. 

7 

- 

7 

Malignant  neoplapm  of  lung,  bronchus 

13 

1 

14 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

- 

7 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Other  malignaiit  neoplasms,  etc. 

14 

13 

21 

Diabetes  mellitus 

2 

1 

3 

Other  endocrine  diseases 

1 " 

1 

1 

Anaemias 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

1 

2 

3 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  disease 

4 

13 

17 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

33 

21 

56 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

12 

12 

24 

Cerebrovasculcir-  disease 

12 

23 

35 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

9 

11 

Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

9 

13 

22 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

10 

2 

12 

A-sthma 

2 

- 

2 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia' 

2 

- 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

- 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

2 

- 

2 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

- 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour 

3 

’ 2 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3' 

; 1 

4 

All  other  accidents  ; 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  and  self-inf  lie, ted  injuries 

2 

- 

2 

Ml  other  external  causes 

1 

1 

! 
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Population 

The  Rcgisirar  G-eneral’s  estimate  of  the  popula.tion  of  the 
Rural  District  as  at  June  I968  was  25, 410,  which  shov/s  an  increase 
of  510  on  the  previous  year.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population 
that  is,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  ?iras  I98. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Increase 

Natural 

Increase 

1961 

(Census) 

-21,950 

1,450 

151 

1962 

22,500 

550 

158 

1963 

23,040 

540 

168 

1964 

23,770 

730 

199 

1965 

24,200 

430 

204 

1966 

24,590 

390 

209 

1967 

24,900 

310 

-I9I 

1968 

25,410 

510 

198 

PRSmiMCS  MD  CON’TRQL  OVRR  INFRCTIOUS 


AllD.  C ON^A&I.OUS  pi  SRASE  S 


The  follov/ing  table  sets  out  the  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  vsrhich  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District  during 
1968,  The  table  is  drawn  up  after  making  the  necessary  amendments 
to  the  original  notifications  by  either  the  practitioners  or  the 
Medical  Officer  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  owing  to  corrections  in 
diagnosis. 


Cases  notified 

Disease 

1968 

1967 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

10 

Measles 

292 

348 

Dysentery 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

Pood  Poisoning 

9 

3 

Pneumonia 

- 

4 

Total 

322 

370 
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Measles 


292  cases  \jero  notified  dxiring  the  year.  It  is  therefore 
\/olcomed  that  an  effective  vaccine  against  the  disease  has  heen 
produced  aiid  a national  vaccination  campaign  is  about  to  be  undertaken. 


Acu_t e^  Poli qmyeli-y. s^  (infantile  Paralysis) 
No  cases  were  notified. 


Tub  e_r  c ul  o sis 

No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
and  only  one  death  was  attributed  to  the  disease.  The  niomber  of  cases 
on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  31.12.68  was  k?. 

The  very  low  incidence  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  was 
maintained  and  reflects  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment.  All  new 
cases  are  thoroughly  investigated  and  all  known  close  contacts  are 
invited  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for  investigation. 


B . C . (x Vaccination 


In  order  to  raise  the  immunity  of  school  leavers  to 
tuberculosis,  vaccination  vfith  B.C.G.  vaccine  was  offered  to  all 
childx’en  between  the  ages  of  12  and  13  years  attending  schools  in  the 
Mid-Somerset  Divisional  Area,  721  accepted  the  offer  and  received  a 
preliminary  skin  test,  the  'Heaf  Test’,  to  determine  whether  they 
had,  in  fact,  already  experienced  some  infection  with  tuberculosis, 
575  of  these  gave  negative  results  .and  virere  vaccinated  with  the 
B.C.G-.  Vaccine. 


9 cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  notified.  All  cases  were 
notified  from  one  medical  practice  and  all  originated  in  a period  of  about 
ten  days.  At  first  the  outbreak  arose  in  parishes  outside  but  adjoining 
the  Rural  District  and  then  cases  occurred  in  this  area.  Extensive 
investigations  were  carried  out  but  no  causative  organism  was  isolated 
and  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  the  outbreak. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  against  diphtheria,  v/hooping  cough, 
tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  are  now  entirely  carried  out  by 
general  practitioners  under  the  County  Council  scheme  utilising  a computer 
to  deal  with  the  administrative  aspects.  This  scheme  is  working  satisfac- 
torily and  it  v/ill  certainly  result  in  raising  still  fiarthor  the  general 
level  of  immionisation  of  the  community. 
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GEMERMi  .HEALTH  SERVICES 


Lab  or  at  orx  .Eaci  11 1 i e s 

Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Laboratory  at 
Musgrove  Park  Hospital^,  v/hich  forms  paxt  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Results  of  investigations  are  available  v/ith  tho  minimum  of 
delay  and  there  is  good  liaison  between  the  laboratory  personnel  -and  the 
field  vTorkers  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  included: - 

Water  Samples  43 

Ice  Cream  Samples  39 
Prepared  Poods  3 


Hospitals 


Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administei’ed  by  the  South  Western 
Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  Bridgwater  Area  Management  Committee. 

The  hospitals  are:- 

Bridgwater  General  Hospital  72  beds 

Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home  31  beds 

Northgate  Hospital  60  beds 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital  treatment,  - or 
isolation,  are  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  new  Outpatients  Department  afe  Bridgwater  Hospital  has  been 
completed  and  is  proving  very  satisfactory.  Unfortunately,  because  of 
financial  restrictions,  the  South  West  Regional  Hospite.1  Board  have  put 
back  their  plans  to  improve  the  Casualty  and  Xray  departments  in  the  old 
building.  It  is  intended  that  when  this  latter  work  is  completed  tho 
Bridgwater  Chest  Clinic  will  be  transferi^ed  to  tho  hospital  from  the 
Health  Centre  at  Mount  Street,  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  then  be  possible 
to  provide  surgery  accommodation  for  general  medical  practitioners  at  the 
Health  Centre.  Ultimately  it  is  anticipated  that  a further  concentration 
of  tho  health  services  will  bo  possible  by  transferring  tho  Area  Health 
Office  to  the  Health  Centre. 

No  Local  Authority  .Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  hold  in  tho  area, 
supervision  being  conducted  by  General  Practitioners  and  i'vtLdwives. 

A number  of  expectant  mothers  attend  at  the  Clinic,  at  tho  Health  Centre, 
Mount  Street,  Bridg\-*'ater,  when  blood  samples  are  taken  for  determination 
of  blood  groups,  Rhesus  Factor  etc.  During  19^8  791  persons  attended. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous  year  was  751 . 


Inf  t Welf  ar  G 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  for  which  tho  County  Council  are 
responsible,  are  held  at  Ashcott,  Cannington,  Edington,  East  Huntspill, 
West  H\antspill,  Moorland,  Nether  Stowoy,  North  Petherton,  Pav/lett,  Spaxton, 
Westonzoyland,  and  Woolavington. 
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National  As  sis  office^  AcJ^^  .” 

A nunaber  of  cases  v/ere  assisted  through  inforraal  action, 
and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  statutory 
action  to  secure  the  admission  of  an  old  person  to  suitable 
accommodation. 

Home  Jiel;p  Ser vi  c q 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  with  local 
administration  by  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  with  an  office  at  the  Health 
Centre,  Liount  Street,  Bridg//ater. 

The  Home  Helps  have  provided  a very  suitable  service  and  much 
assistance  was  given  to  needy  cases.  During  the  year  I81f  cases 
received  assistance. 

These  included  the  following  types 


Maternity 

2 

Old  age  and  infirmity 

1lf1 

Chronic  sick 

13 

Tuberculo  si s 

- 

Post  operation 

10 

Emergency  illness 

1 

Other  cases 

17 

The  number  of  Homo  Helps  at  31st  December,  1963,  v/as  as 

follows 


Hull  time  3 

Part  time  22 


Welfare  of  .Oli  _Pq,q£l^ 

The  Rural  District  Council  assist  the  ?7oV.S,  in  providing 
Meals  on  VWieels  for  old  people,  and  this  vrorthudiile  service  is  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  recipients.  The  scheme  is  at  present  operating  in 
certain  parts  of  the  District,  but  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the  service 
whenever  there  is  need. 


This  nursery,  administered  by  the  County  Council,  is  available 
for  children  aged  6 months  to  5 years.  A list  of  priorities  has  been 
drav/n  up  by  the  Council  and  a local  Admission  Committee  decide  \7hich 
children  should  be  admitted.  Admission  is  granted  mainly  on  grounds  of 
economic  difficuilty  or  im satisfactory  housing  conditions.  Accommodation 
is  available  for  23  children.  The  average  daily  attendance  during  1968 


u'-as  2ii-  children. 
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Seuprage  _aaid  J)i^&^os^a]. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  can  he  summarised  as  follows, 
iiinistry  approval  for  the  North  Petherton  scheme  'was  obtained  at  tender 
stage  (approximate  cost  £90,000),  Ifinistry  approval  in  principle  v/as 
obtained  for  the  Nether  Stowey  scheme  (approximate  cost  £175jOOO),  In 
addition  a scheme  to  deal  with  ‘bho  villages  of  /ishcott,  Shapvdck  and 
Pedwell  was  the  subject  of  a Tocal  T i/o;:d;igation. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  iVIinistry  that  works  of  a temporary  nature 
should  be  undertaken  to  im^’  :'Te  conditions  at  Ashcott  and  ShapiwLck.  It 
'.vas  considered  hov/cver  that  investigation  should  be  made  into  dealing 
vdth  se'wage  ddsposal  problems  in  villages  on  the  Polden  Hills  in  a 
comprehensive  manner  by  the  construction  of  trunk  sev/ers  to  serve  this 
area  and  also  to  pick  up  sewage  from  villages  on  route  such  as  Iitiddlezoy, 
Othery  and  Chedsoy  before  discharge  from  a single  treatment  v/orks  into 
the  river  Pairett.  The  Council  appointed  ConsilLting  Engineers  to  carry 
out  a feasability  study  into  this  matter  and  as  the  preliminary  report 
indicated  that  the  undertalcing  could  be  viable,  consultations  are  nov/ 
taking  place  vdth  neighbouring  local  authorities  to  ascertain  if  a 
considerably  vdder  area  could  be  dealt  vdth  in  a comprehensive  manner. 


Water  Sujyplie^s 

Sampling  of  Water  Supplies  \ras  continued  and  results  generally 
were  highly  satisfactory.  In  those  cases  where  results  were  not  up  to 
standard  no  special  measures  other  than  increasing  chlorination  were 
necessary. 

Results  of  bacteriological  tests  generally  can  be  summarised 
as  follows 


Supply 

Number  of 
Examinations 

Report 

Satisfactory 

Not  Satisfactory 

Ashford 

15 

15 

- 

Yidlloughby 

15 

12 

3 

Over  Stowey 

11 

8 

3 

Chemical 
v/ere  continued  as 


analysis  of  Ashford  and  Over  Stowey  supplies 
a matter  of  routine.  Reports  were  as  follows 
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Ashford 

Parts  pier  miJJion 

Physical  Characters 

Clear  and  bright. 

Hazen  Units  less  than  5- 

Sediment 

None 

Reaction 

Very  Slightly  Alkaline 

pH 

7.3 

Total  Solids 

250.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  Ca,C03) 

125.0 

Carhonato  Hardness  " " 

125.0 

Non- carbon ate  " " " 

35.0 

Total  Hardness  '*  " 

160.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

21.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

Nil 

Albuminoid  " ” 

0,028 

Nitrate  " " 

2.0 

Nitrite  *'  " 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

in  A hours  at  27°  C. 

0.30 

free  Carbon  Dioxide 

3.0 

Iron 

Trace 

Copper,  Lead  and  Zinc, 

Nil 

This  is  a slightly  hard  \Tater,  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity. 

-QvsP-,  Supply 

Parts  per  millioji 

Physical  Characters 

Clear  a.nd  bright. 

Hazen  Units  less  than  5. 

Sediment 

None 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  Alkaline 

pH 

7.5 

Total  Solids 

65.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) 

30.0 

Carbonate  Hardness  " 

_ 

Non-carbonate  " " " 

_ 

Total  Hardness  " " 

35.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

18.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

Nil 

Albuminoid  ■ '*  " 

0.002 

Nitrate  ” " 

0.4 

Nitrite  " ’* 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

in  4 hours  at  27°  C. 

0.05 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

1.0 

Iron,  Copper,  Lead  and  Zinc. 

Nil 

This  is  a soft  water  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity, 

- - - . 
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Housing 


The  number  of  post-v/ar  houses  biiilt  in  tho  Rural  District 
up  to  31st  December,  19^3,  was  as  follovTs:- 

(a)  Erected  by  Local  Authority  1 ,263 

(b)  Erected  by  Private  Enterprise  2,636 

During  I968  the  Local  Authority  erected  51  houses  and  private 
building  firms  I70.  These  compare  v/ith  39  and  220  respectively  in 
the  previous  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  1+63 
applications  for  Council  houses  as  compared  'with  453  in  the  previous 
year. 


Ilardens  Schemes  for  old  people  are  no'w  operating  most 
successfully  in  the  follovri-n^  villages:  West  Hunt  spill  I5  (units) 
North  Petherton  10,  IToolavington  24,  Nether  Stowey  12,  Puriton  8, 
Ashcott  8,  and  Cannington  I6. 

A further  scheme  of  35  units  has  been  opened  at  North 
Petherton  and  a Warden  for  this  scheme  has  now  been  appointed. 


Improvement . Crants 

Owners  of  many  properties  have  been  informed  of  the  benefits 
of  these  grants  and  have  been  urged  to  bring  their  properties  up  to 
modem  standards. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken. 

Pi  scretiona,ry  G-rants 


Received 

Approved 

Applica'tions 

No.  of 
Dv;-ellings 

Applications 

No.  of 
D'wellings 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Standard  G-rants 


Received 

Approved 

13 

18 

Sanitary  In  spec  ti  on  ^qf  ^ttie  J^rqa 

The  records  given  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Report  show  the  number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  vd.th.  . 


AMUAL  EEPOPJ  07  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALm  INSPECTOR 


POR  1 968 

Mr*  Cho.iniiG.nj  Ladies  and.  G-entlemen, 

I beg  to  -subnD.t  my  twenty-ninth  Annual  Report  for  the  •yes^r 
ended  31st  Do-ismber,  19^8, 

STARR* 


The  staff  of  the  Department  consists  of  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspecter,  two  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  female  olerk- 
t3rpist. 

COMHiAIHTS  MD  mi.SAHCES. 


The  number  of  ci-mplaints  investigated  during  the  year  was  137* 
In  most  oases  n'.J.sanoes  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  and 
it  was  only  foiir.d  necessary  to  serve  1 Statutory  Notice*  On  inspection 
a number  of  complaints  were  found  not  be  ^Justified  and  no  further  action 
was  taken  in  regard  to  them. 

Of  the  nuisancos  found,  94  were  abated  during  the  year* 

The  nr:mber  of  -vd.sits  made  in  connection  with  nuisances  was  293* 

Furhner  complaints  of  unpleasant  smells  from  the  calf -rearing 
unit  at  Woeton.zoyla,nd  were  received  during  the  year.  The  Abatement 
Notice  served  on  the  proprietors  of  the  unit  was  not  complied  with  euid 
in  consequence  a Wri.t  and  Statement  of  Claim  were  served  on  the  Comi)ajxy. 
The  action  was  hoard  at  Bristol  Assizes  on  l8th  November  when  judgement 
by  consent  was  given  requiring  that  nori'animals  'be  kept  at  the  premises 
after  30^fch  JunSj  19^9  and  that  the  Council's  costs  would  be  paid  by  the 
Defendant Gu 


The  second  roadside  toilet  block  on  the  A, 38  trunk  road  at 
North  Petho?.i;on  was  brought  into  use  early  in  the  year*  Both  these 
toilets  have  been  extensively  used,  particularly  during  week-ends  in  the 
summer  months. 

Exceptionally  heavy  rainfall  was  expeidenued  in  July  and 
extensive  flooding  resulted  in  nximerous  places  in  the  District*  On 
10th  July  an  abnormal  amount  of  rain  fell  in  a very  short  time  with  the 
result  that  drains  and  water  courses  could  n»jt  eope  with  the  volume  of 
water  and  overflowed.  Many  houses  were  flooded  to  varying  depths,  and 
sewers  became  surcharged*  The  services  of  local  Contractors  were 
engaged  to  assist  the  Council's  staff  in  helping  householders  to  remove 
furniture  and  effects*  Every  effort  was  made  to  pump  flood  water  from 
housc.s,  and  heaters  were  provided  to  dry  nut  premises. 

Further  heavy  rainfall  was  experienced  in  the  autumn  and  mai\y 
complaints  were  received  in  regard  to  leaking  roofs  and  dampness  in  walls 
and  floors*  Difficulties  were  also  experienced  with  septic  tank 
drainage  systems  where  subsoil  water  rose  to  an  abnormally  high  level. 

ffATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  at 
monthly  intervals  from  the  three  sources  of  supply  serving  most  of  the 
District  and  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Musgrove 
Parfe  Hospital,  Taunton  for  examination. 

A total  of  51  visits  was  made  in  connection  with  water  supply 
during  the  year* 
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HOUSIN& 


The  total  niomber  of  visits  under  the  Housing  Acts  was 
568,  the  number  of  separate  houses  inspected  being  282. 

As  in  previous  years  a considerable  number  of  informal 
notices  were  sent  to  owners,  and  these  were  followed  up  where 
necessary  V7ith  re-inspections  and  negotiations  with  property 
owners  and  their  agents  or  builders  to  consider  details  of  the 
required  repairs. 

The  first  stage  of  the  trunk  road  improvement  scheme 
in  the  central  area  of  North  Petherton  was  carried  out  during 
the  year.  This  work  involved  the  demolition  of  eleven  houses, 
all  of  which  were  sub-standard.  The  clearance  of  this 
dilapidated  property  has  considerably  improved  the  appearance 
of  the  village. 

The  second  stage  of  the  scheme,  which  will  require  the 
clearance  of  a further  number  of  unsatisfactory  properties  is 
awaiting  decision  on  proposals  for  redevelopment  of  the  area. 

There  were  more  applications  for  discretionary 
Improvement  G-rants  but  the  number  of  applications  for  Standard 
G-rants  was  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  In  all  appropriate 
cases  maintenance  repairs  v/ere  carried  out  at  the  same  time  as 
the  grant-aided  work. 

66  visits  vfere  made  in  connection  with  Improvement 

Grants. 


During  the  year  61  houses  were  repaired  and  improved 
as  a result  of  the  service  of  informal  notices, 

10  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable 
cist  and  8 Demolition  Orders  and  10  Closing  Orders  were  made  by 
the  Council.  In  1 case,  the  Council  agreed  to  accept  an 
undertaking  to  carry  out  works  within  a stipulated  time. 

7 houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  and  2 houses  subject  to 
Closing  Orders  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

8 families  were  transferred  during  the  year  from 
condemned  houses  into  Council  houses. 

11  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  5 properties 

in  regard  to  the  reconditioning  and  alteration  of  existing  houses 
and  the  installation  of  new  sanitary  fittings, 

10  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  respect  to  which 
grants  had  been  made  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Acts. 

OVERCROWD  ING. 

One  new  case  of  overcrowding  \ia,s  discovered  during  the 
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year. 


FACTORIES  ACTS 


The  following  particiilars  indicate  the  action  taken  under 
Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1957:- 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES. 

105  visits  were  made  to  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  and  all  the  78  registered  premises  received  a general 
inspection  during  the  year.  Eight  registrations  were 
cancelled  by  reason  of  changed  circiomstances  and  three  new 
premises  vere  registered. 

The  number  of  employees  was  220  comprising  77  males 
and  143  females. 

Informal  action  resulted  in  7 deficiences  under  the 
Act  being  remedied. 

Accidents,  Again  no  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year, 
but  in  the  course  of  inspection,  employers  were  reminded  of 
their  responsibilities  to  report  accidents  to  the  local 
authority. 


BAKEHOUSES . 

One  bakehouse  was  taken  out  of  use  during  the  year 
and  was  replaced  by  a nev/,  fully  equipped  bakehouse  on  the  same 
premises  and  under  the  same  ownership. 

18  visits  were  made  to  the  7 bakehouses  in  the 
District  and  where  defects  cr  unsatisfactory  conditions  were 
found  informal  notices  v/ere  served. 


FOOD  HY&IENE. 

As  in  previous  years  a considerable  amount  of  time 
has  been  spent  on  the  inspection  of  premises  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  and  373  inspections  have  been  made  of  the 
323  premises  in  the  District,  The  standard  of  hygiene  in 
food  premises  continues  to  be  good  and  of  the  deficiencies 
foimd  most  were  of  a minor  nature.  It  is  commonly  found  that 
store  rooms  and  other  food  premises  to  which  the  public  do  not 
have  access  are  not  maintained  to  the  same  high  standard  as 
shops.  The  importance  of  proper  storage  of  food  under 
hygienic  conditions  is  being  constantly  brought  to  the  notice 
of  food  traders. 

Vifhere  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  found, 
informal  action  v/as  taken  which  resulted  in  43  deficiencies 
being  remedied,  most  of  which  were  of  a minor  nature.  In 
addition,  the  follov/ing  improvements  in  facilities  and 
equipment  were  installed: - 


Refrigerators  and  Deep 

Freeze  Cabinets  10 

Floors  relaid  5 

Premises  modernised  or 

improved  1 
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FOOD  HYG-IEME  (continued) 


The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the 
District  arh  as  follows 

Fitted  to  comply 

with  Regulation . 1 9 

Regulation  16«  applies. 


Fitted  to  comply 
with 

Regulation  19* 


101  Food  Shops 

70  Licenced  Preimises 

97 

97 

97 

& Clubs, 

72  Food  Preparing 

70 

70 

70 

premises 

66 

72 

72 

39  Schools 

30 

39 

39 

17  Butchers 

17 

17 

17 

18  Cafes 

18 

18 

18 

7 Bakehouses 
'2  Poultry  cS:  Rabbit 

7 

7 

7 

Packers 

2 

2 

2 

1 Fish  cS:  .Chip  Shop 

1 ... 

1 

1 

N.B,  Regulation  I6 

requires  the 

provision  of 

a wash-hand  has: 

Regulation  19  requires  the  provision  of  sink  and  other 
facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment. 


gOOB  HY&IEME  (tMKETS.  STALLS  AMI  PELIVBiY  ^ 


23  inspections  of  mobile  food  vehicles  were  made  during 
the  year.  These  vehicles  include  mobile  grocery  shops,  and 
vehicles  selling  meat,  ice  cream  and  fried  fish  and  chips. 


The  most  common  deficiencies  were; 


(a)  lack  of  and  inadequate  first-aid  equipment  and 

(b)  lack  of  and  inadequate  proper  washing  facilities, 
in  those  vehicles  requiring  them. 


In  many  instances  it  was  found  on  inspection  of  vans 
and  mobile  shops  that  the  water  for  handwashing  was  cold. 

There  are  several  washing  units  available  and  these  include, 

(a)  units  incorporating  water  heating  by  electric 
immersion  or  indirectly  by  water  from  the  engine 
of  the  vehicle. 

(b)  units  having  insulated  tanks  v/hich  require 
filling  with  hot  water  at  the  start  of  the  working 
day. 


■^Jhere  the  first  mentioned  method  has  been  installed 
the  results  have  been  generally  satisfactory.  However,  the 
success  of  the  second  method  depends  on  - 

(a)  a sufficient  amount  of  hot  water  being 
available  at  the  depot, 

(b)  the  mobile  salesman  remembering  to  refill  the 
tank,  and 

(c)  the  tank  being  capable  of  keeping  the  water  hot 
enough  throughout  a full  working  day. 

The  results  of  the  second  method  have  been  far  less 
satisfactory. 
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SCHOOLS  AMD  SCHOOL  KITCHENS. 


41  inspections  were  made  of  schools  and  school 
kitchens  and  repairs  or  alterations  were  carried  out  at  10  of 
these  including  - 

(a)  a new  classroom  and  self  contained  kitchen 
(^)  a new  dining  room, 

(c)  additional  sanitary  accommodation. 


LICENCED  PREMISES. 

72  inspections  of  licensed  premises  were  carried  out, 
and  a number  of  improvements  were  brought  about  by  informal 
action.  Seven  premises  were  extensively  altered  and  modernised. 

One  licensed  house  y/as  closed  during  the  year. 


mkT  AND  FOODS . 

There  are  five  licensed  slau^terhouses  in  the  District, 
four  of  which  are  used  exclusively  for  the  wholesale  trade,  and 
the  other  is  used  for  both  wholesale  and  retail  purposes.  The 
slaughterhouse  at  Puriton  has  not  been  in  use  during  the  year. 

Most  of  the  meat  produced  at  the  v/holesale  slaughter- 
houses is  sent  to  the  London  wholesale  markets,  but  a 
comparatively  smell  amount  goes  to  local  retail  butchers. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  decreased  by  33% 
of  the  previous  years  total, 

682|-  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  meat  and  8,985  carcases  were  inspected,  a decrease 
of  4j393  on  the  previous  year,  and  giving  an  average  of  13 
animals  per  visit.  The  numbers  of  the  different  kinds  of 
animals  inspected  were  as  follows 


Beasts 

805 

C ows 

94 

Calves 

4,892 

Sheep 

2,602 

Pigs 

592 

Approximately  6^  tons  of  meat  were  condemned 
during  the  year,  details  of  v/hich  are  as  follows 


Beasts*. 


Carcases  and  organs  1 

Heads  and  tongues  1 

Livers  82 

Lungs  7 

Hearts  2 

Beef  380  lbs. 

Carcases  and  organs  7 

Livers  39 

Lungs  14 

Kidneys  3 

Hearts  2 

Spleen  1 

Beef  558  lbs. 
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t'lE^Aj?  iulD  FOODS  (continued) 


Calves., 


Sheep, 


Carcases  and  organs  73 

Livers  8 

Kidneys  23 

Plucks  3 

Lungs  1 7 

Hearts  4 

Veal  51  Its 

Carcases  and  organs  17 

Livers  I35 

Lungs  1 3 

Plucks  3 

Kidneys  2 

Mutton  72  lbs 

Carcases  and  organs  12 

Heads  and  tongue  1 

Livers  4 

ILLdneys  35 

Lungs  4 

Plucks  8 

Lungs,  heart  & diaphragm  8 

Leaf  2 

Pork  107  lbs 


Other  Poods. 

11  cwt,  13  lbs,  — Various  foods  - flood  damage. 

1 cwt,  70  lbs,  — Various  canned  foods. 
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J/lEAT  AI'JD  FOODS  (continued) 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or 
part  during  the  year:- 


Cattle 

excl. 

cows 

i i 

Cows  j 

Calyes 

.Sheep  I 
and  I 

Lambs  i 

r ■■■■; 

Pigs  1 

lil  orse  i 

Number  inspected 

805 

i 

I ! 

! J 

4,892 

2,602 

592 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 
- whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

7 

73 

17 

12 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  ¥/as  condemned 

99 

64 

59 

158 

80 

- 

% of  the  number  inspected 
affected  Y/ith  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

12,42 

75c53 

2.61 

6,72 

! 

15. 5A 

- 

Tuberculosis  only  - 

f/hole  carcase  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

Carcases  of  YThich  some  part 
or  organ  Y7as  condemned 

- 

- 

I 

- 

1 

- 

fo  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

" I 

j 

! ” ' 

I 

I 

- 

0.17 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  7/hich  some  part 
or  organ  Yvas  condemned 

- 

I 

....  \ 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration. 

j 

I - 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  total 
comdemned 

- ' 

i 

I - 

- 

- 

- 

Condemned  meat  is  normally  disposed  of  to  manufacturers  of 
animal  feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers  where  it  is  processed  and  sterilised 
by  steam  under  pressure. 
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PEESERVED  FOODS. 

There  are  15  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages, 
or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  foods. 

Three  samples  of  prepared  foods  were  obtained,  all  of 
which  were  reported  as  contaird.ng  no  pathological  organisms. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES . 

,The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  on  the 
register  is  9 ai-d  10  visits  were  made  for  the  inspection  of 
dairies  during  the  year.  There  are  also  3 dairies 
manufacturing  milk  products  on  a large  scale. 


ICE  CREAM. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  99,  and 
three  premises  were  also  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream. 


39  camples  were  taken  during  the  year,  36  of  which 
v/ere  placed  in  Provisional  G-rade  1 , 2 in  Provisional  Grade  2 
and  1 in  Provisional  Grade  3* 

A total  of  152  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
the  manufacture,  st orange  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 


POULTRY  PACKING  STiiTION, 

The  poultry  packing  station  a„t  Pether  Stowey  is 
being  operated  satisfactoril;?-  and  32  visits  were  made  to  it 
during  the  year.  The  number  of'  birds  processed  was 
1,687,597;  most  of  these  were  broilers,  but  a few  capons 
were  also  dealt  with-, 

Approximately  0«i|.^  of  birds  (approximately  6,500) 
were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  the  weight  of 
poultry  condemned  being  about  10  tons. 

The  capacity  of  the  factory  has  been  considerably 
increased  by  the  construction  of  a large  additional  refrigerated 
store  to  hold  the  processed  poultry  before  dispatch,  and  further 
extensions  are  under  construction. 

The  preparation  of  such  large  numbers  of  poultry 
involves  the  use  of  a considerable  amount  of  water  with  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  quantity  of  effluent  to  be  dealt 
with.  The  present  drainage  arrangements  of  the  premises  are 
totally  inadequate  to  deal  efficiently  with  the  volume  and 
strength  of  sewage  produced. 


WASTE  FOOD  BOILING  PLAMI'S. 

There  are  now  A licensed  waste  food  boiling  plants 
in  the  District,  to  which  I6  visits  v/ere  made  during  the  year. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINOS  , 


24.8  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  moveable  dwellings. 

There  are  21  caravan  and  camping  sites  in  the  District, 
all  of  v/hich  are  small.  In  addition  there  are  37  caravans  on 
individual  sites. 

The  extended  period  allowed  on  appeal  for  occupation 
of  the  Dunwear  caravan  site  expired  on  31st  December,  I968, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  I5  occupied 
caravans  on  the  site. 

As  in  previous  years  complaints  were  received  in 
regard  to  the  objectionable  habits  of  gypsies  occupying 
camping  sites  whilst  working  for  produce  merchants  in  the 
harvesting  of  peas  and  root  crops. 

The  occupiers  of  the  land  on  which  the  camps  are 
situated  do  not  exercise  sufficient  control,  vsrith  the  result 
that  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  fouled  and  fittings 
removed  or  damaged.  In  addition,  the  gypsies  are  undoubtedly 
responsible  for  the  fouling  of  adjoining  land,  and  the 
consequent  risk  to  public  health. 

For  a considerable  time  the  Council  have  been 
seriously  concerned  about  the  gypsy  problem  in  the  area  and 
various  proposals  for  dealing  with  the  matter  have  been 
explored,  but  a solution  has  not  yet  been  found. 

In  addition  to  the  seasonal  problem  with  pea  pickers, 
an  unauthorised  gypsy  comp  has  been  in  existence  for  some  time 
on  the  former  airfield  at  Westonzoyland. 

AEIMAL  BOAEDING-  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  FET  SHOPS . 

Eight  licences  have  been  issued  to  proprietors  of 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  and  there  is  one  licensed  Pet 
Shop,  the  license  being  restricted  to  the  sale  of  cage  birds, 
goldfish  and  tropical  fish. 


niFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

20,  visits  were  made  in  connection  ¥;ith  infectious 
diseases  and  one  disinfection  \ms  carried  out. 
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Sm/MARY  OF  VISITS. 


Water  Supply 

51 

Drainage 

80 

New  Work 

11 

Nuisances 

293 

Refuse  Disposal 

14 

Offices,  Sahops  and  Railway  Premises 

105 

Factories 

95 

Schools 

41 

Housing  (Slum  Clearance) 

139 

Housing  Repairs 

339 

Improvement  Orants 

66 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act 

10 

Overcrowding 

1 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

14 

Moveable  D\7ellings 

248 

Infectious  Diseases 

20 

Rodent  Infestation 

7 

Other  Pest  Control 

42 

Meat  & Food  Inspection 

689 

Food  Shops 

152 

Mobile  Shops 

22 

Bakehouses 

18 

School  Kitchens 

41 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises 

90 

Licencsed  Premises  and  Clubs 

72 

Dairies 

10 

Ice  Cream 

119 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

38 

Ice  Cream  Sample  Visits 

37 

Poultry  and  Rabbit  Packers 

45 

S laught  erhous  e s 

5 

Knacker  Yard 

4 

Waste  Food  Boiling  Plants 

16 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

12 

Mi  s c e 3-1  ane  ou  s 

so- 

Hairdressers 

lo 

Public  Sanitary  Accommodation 

107 

Fire  Precautions 

7 

Village  Halls 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

3: 

0— — 

,160 

I anij  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.  A.  MAILS 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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